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the camps and townlets of the Arabs, he was greeted as
Mahmoud the Fortunate.

One day he told his kinsfolk at Aldershot that he had
become a Moslem.

To the burgesses of an English country town the idea
that a man from their own quiet streets should genuinely
reverence Mahomet and obey the Koran seemed too
strange for belief. Yet there was Hedley saying the
five prescribed daily prayers, wearing a golf cap so that
his forehead could touch the ground as he bowed before
Allah, giving to the poor, washing,his forearms, fasting
and regulating his whole life according to the usages of
Islam.

No one who knew Churchward could doubt that he
sincerely believed his religion was the best. At mosque
and in private life, in Christian company or among his
fellow-believers he always held to his creed, never
aggressively, never with any wish to convert, but feeling
a hearty anger about those who perverted or wrongly
expressed the Koran's teaching.

For a scene-painter North Africa, however, offered no
opportunities. So in 1888 he took an engagement with
the celebrated Australian theatrical partnership, Robert
Brough and Dion Boucicault His talent for getting
into unusual company remained manifest even in Mel-
bourne, Adelaide and the other Southern cities where
he worked.

He chummed with the "Smallest man in the World"
(twenty inches high) and heard the latter express his
annoyance at being given children's knives and forks at